Date:  

Dear <MPs Name> 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I’m a concerned citizen in your riding, and am writing to urge you to petition the Government to investigate the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization on a matter of public safety. Their lack of adequate child protection policies has resulted in the molestation of countless children. The organization’s dangerous policies also allow violent sexual predators to roam freely in society and escape our justice system. I support religious freedom, but I draw the line when children are endangered by sexual predators, or when criminals are allowed to act without consequence. Though the organization keeps meticulous records of every alleged case of abuse, they are involved in a massive cover up that keeps these abuse cases a secret and victims trapped.

We need a Government Inquiry for the following reasons:

· The Jehovah's Witnesses organization systematically fails to report cases of child abuse despite provincial mandatory reporting legislation.1  Members who suspect child abuse are instructed to call their elders (church leaders), and the elders are told to immediately call their Legal Department, yet not the authorities.
· Canada should have only one judicial system. The Jehovah’s Witnesses organization has their own judicial system where violent criminals guilty of rape, molestation and other physical abuse are tried in secret. Jehovah’s Witness molesters and rapists NEVER go to prison since their policies enable them to escape Canada’s judicial system.  They get no criminal record and maintain full access to children and those they have abused.
· Instead of calling the proper authorities, the organization’s judicial court governed by an all-male team of elders with no training in child welfare, subjects child victims of abuse to further trauma through intense probing.  Valuable forensic evidence is also lost by delaying or not calling the proper authorities.
· The Jehovah's Witnesses organization employs a “Two Witness Rule”2 that prevents them from reporting child abuse according to their own interpretation of their canonical law. All a molester has to do is deny or ignore the accusation of abuse, and no further action is taken by the organization. (see Appendix 1)
· The organization is controlled through a policy of shunning3 that prevents them from reporting abuse individually. Victims who spoke out against church leaders who were molesters have been punished with extreme shunning, where even their own families cut them off completely, leaving victims feeling handcuffed to report abuse. Victims within this group stand to lose everything and everyone should they speak out. This is not the case with other organizations making this situation unique.
· Children who are abused within the organization are not given any kind of rehabilitation, and not encouraged to seek professional help.
· Child molesters within their congregations, known only to a select few of their elders and their victims, are still required by the organization to preach publicly and recruit unsuspecting people at their houses. They have free access with no restrictions to children, anywhere, at any time.
· Victims of molestation within this group who are brave enough to speak out, can only report their abuse to elders who are all male, and can be subsequently judged by these men, who most times are friends of the abuser. There is no provision to come forward to women.

Many other countries like Australia, Germany, the UK, the Netherlands, and more are also investigating the child protection policies of the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization (policies put in place by their leaders in the U.S.A. that are CONTINUING to put our Canadian children in harm’s way.) The 2015 Royal Australian Commission into child sexual abuse within institutions concluded that this organization’s policies are seriously flawed as they do not adequately protect children, they have a history of not reporting sexual abuse crimes, and molesters go free, leaving the public at risk (please see attached findings in Appendix 2). The judge/chair who presided over their investigation said: “I don’t know of any other religious organization which has the processes with the flaws we have identified in the Jehovah’s Witnesses”.  

I urge you to petition the Government to carry out this investigation. The Jehovah’s Witnesses organization is a Canadian charity that rakes in $70 million tax free annually, yet they have been nicknamed a pedophile’s paradise.  Here all a molester has to do is deny any accusations of abuse and no further action is taken. They are thus sheltered from the law and are free to continue molesting more children. A Government inquiry can make a huge difference to protect Canadian children.  Please render your much needed assistance!  Kindly let me know if you need more information or if I can help in any way. I look forward to hearing from you on this most urgent matter. Thank you!
Yours sincerely,
<Your name> 
Attach.

1  Non Reporting 
While each province has its own mandatory reporting legislation, the Jehovah's Witnesses organization systematically fails to report in any province, and also, according to their own policy and procedure, they fail to report worldwide. The recent W5 documentary, 'No Witness' aired on March 24th, 2018 on CTV (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13ja8dMEmPY) revealed at least three cases of child abuse that Jehovah's Witness elders (i.e. church leaders) were informed of, but failed to report to the relevant authorities. In at least one case, the abusee was also actively discouraged from reporting the issue personally.
The 2015 Australian Royal Commission (https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/case-studies/case-study-29-jehovahs-witnesses) found records for 1006 alleged perpetrators in the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization’s records, but NOT ONE had been reported to the police. From 47 Jehovah's Witness perpetrators who have been convicted of child abuse between 1999 and 2018 in the UK (where a Government investigation is forthcoming), yet again NOT ONE was reported to the police by elders or active Jehovah's Witnesses.

The Jehovah's Witnesses organization treats child sexual abuse as a sin and not as a crime.  When abuse is committed, instead of calling the police, they have been instructed over and over again to contact their organization’s Legal Department (see Appendix 3).  The organization chooses to protect itself and its assets over children, and prefers to keep child sexual abuse hidden, to be handled within the organization. Three elders meet secretly to decide if abuse has occurred (though they have no training) and impose internal punishments. No congregation member is warned that a pedophile is in their midst. The abuser is then sheltered from prison, yet is still made to recruit new members in their door to door evangelism work, giving pedophiles access to people’s homes and children.

2 The Two Witness Rule 
The Jehovah's Witnesses organization strictly adheres to their “Two Witness Rule” which states that in the absence of two (credible) witnesses, the elders cannot deal with the alleged abuse. Since nearly every case of abuse is done in secrecy, there simply will not be a second witness to the crime. This is ludicrous! In the absence of a confession, and no second witness to the molestation, they “leave matters in Jehovah’s hands” (i.e. do nothing). Victims of abuse are then left feeling unbelieved with no recourse, re-victimized and stuck within the congregation with their molester (who sometimes is their own father). Despite all this, the organization stated publicly in their November 2017 online “JW Broadcast”, that they "will never change the Two Witness Rule". Elders counsel victims and parents to tell no one, issue no warnings to others, and punish those who do warn others, claiming they are causing divisions within the organization. 
The organization fosters an atmosphere of fear and hatred for the outside world (this includes the authorities and all people and anything outside their organization) whom they believe is being led by Satan the Devil. They state outwardly in their publications that victims are free to go to the authorities, yet the facts show otherwise, and victims of abuse tell a different story. Their elders implore victims of abuse “not to take a brother to court”, and pressure them “not to bring reproach upon their God Jehovah” by reporting their abuser to the respective authorities. This has created what many have called a “pedophile’s paradise” where molesters are shielded from the law, from jail time, from having a criminal record, and giving them the ability to molest again and again. This is a threat not only within the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization, but to everyone.

3 Shunning Policy 
The Jehovah's Witnesses organization employs the strict control mechanism of ‘shunning’ of any member of the congregation who chooses to leave for any reason, who is deemed to have gone against the group, or anyone who complains about organizational policy. This makes victims very reluctant to report abuse. People who are shunned lose their family and any support network had within the group. As congregants, they are not allowed to make friends with non-Jehovah's Witnesses, so the isolation for the survivor after disclosure is extreme which prompts many to stay silent. This results in Jehovah’s Witness victims being left unable to find out anything about abuse cases from which they might learn. 

APPENDIX 1 – from the secret elders’ handbook: “Shepherd the Flock of God”
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APPENDIX 2 – findings from the 2015 Australian Royal Commission
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APPENDIX 3 – copy of a secret letter to all elders (church leaders) urging them to call their Legal Department. Never is anyone encouraged to call the authorities.
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have two witnesses to the same occurrence of
wrongdoing.

« The testimony of youths may be considered; it
is up to the elders to determine whether the tes-
timony has the ring of truth.

« The testimony of unbelicvers and disfellow-
shipped or disassociated ones may also be
considered, but it must be weighed carefully.

38. If wrongdoing has not been established
but serious questions have been raised, the body
of elders should appoint two elders to investigate
the matter promptly. For example, there may be
just one witness. If so, it would be loving for the wit-
ness first to confront the accused and encourage him
to take the initiative to approach the elders. The el-
ders can then allow the accused a few days to ap-
proach them. (For the witness by himself to confront
the accused may not be advisable in all cases—for ex-
ample, if the witness and the accused were involved
in sexual immorality together or if the witness was a
victim of incest or rape by the accused o is a child
and the victim of sexual abuse. Or it may be that the
witness is extremely timid.) Whether the witness ap-
proaches the accused or not, the two elders appoint-
ed should speak with the accused regarding the accu-
sation—~w97 8/15 p. 27.

39. If the accused denies the accusation, the
investigating elders should try to arrange a meeting
with him and the accuser together. (Note: IFfheaceu:

before arranging a meeting with the

child and the alleged abuser.) if theaceuseror theaes
‘cused is unwilling to meet with the elders orif the ac-
‘cused continues to deny the accusation of a single.
‘witness and the wrongdoing is not established, the.
‘elders will leave matters in Jehoval's hands. (Deut.

ke “Shepherd the Hock of God"—1 Peter 5:2
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September 1, 2017

TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS
Re: Protecting Minors From Abuse
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‘Dear Brothers:

1. This letter replaces the leter dated August 1, 2016, to all bodies of elders regarding
protecting minors from abuse and has been added to the ist of policy lttrs cited in Index 10 Let-
ters for Bodies of Elders (5-22). Please read the entire lefier and take careful note of the updated
direction outlined in paragraphs 3, 7. 13, and 14. Be sure to update your copy of the Shepherding.
textbook 25 outlined in paragraph 26. While the following information refers to an accused in the
‘masculine gender and o the victim in the feminine gender, it applies equally regardless of the gen-
der of the accused or the gender of the victim. References fo parents and family heads apply equal-
Iy to legal guardians.

2. Child abuse includes the sexual or physical abuse of a minor. It would also include the
extreme neglect of a minor by her parent Child serual abuse i a perversion and generally includes
‘Sexual intercourse with a miner; oral or anal sex with a minor; fondling the genitals, breass,or but-
tocks of a minor; voyeurism of & minor indecent exposure fo a minor; o solicifing @ minor for
sexual conduct. Depending on the ciroumstances of the case, it may include involvement with child
‘pomography or “sexting” with a muinor. “Sexting” describes the sending of sexually explicit mes-
Sages or images electronically.

3. From the Bible’s standpoint, child sexual abuse is a gross sin. (Deut. 23:17, 18; Gal.
51921; 5510 chap. 5 par. 10; w97 /1 p. 20; g93 10/8 p. 10, fm) Jehovay's Witnesses abhor child
sexual abuse. (Rom. 129) Thus, the congrezation will ot shield any perpetrator of such repugnant
acts from the consequences of his sin. The congregation’s handling of an accusation of child sexual
‘abuse is not intended to replace the secular authority's handling of the matter. (Rom. 13:1-4)
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Therefore, the victim, her parents, or anyone else who reports such an allegation to the elders
should be clearly informed that they have the right to report he mattr to the secular authoriies.
‘Elders do notcrficize anyone who chooses to male such a report.—Gal. 65

4. The Scrptures place the responsiblty o pasents forteaching and protcting theirchil-
en.(Eph. 6.4) As spinual shepherds,elders can belp paents to shoulder thir Seipural respon-
sibility. Our publications and website contan much helpful information fo assist paents —w10
LU/Lp. 13;w08 1071 p.21: £ 1007 pp. 3-11; pp. 170-171: £99 458 pp. S-11: €97 48 . 14; w95
121 pp. 13-14 pars. 1-19:  pp. 61-62 pars. 24-26, 93 108 pp.5-13; g5 122 pp. 3-10.

5. Legal Considerations: Child abuse i a crime. In some jursdictions, individuals who.
leam of an allegation of chld abuse may be obligated by law o repart the allegation to the secular
‘authorities—Rom 13:14.

6. To ensure that elders with child-sbuse law

et b e e s ot o Enehe . e
‘elders should nof ask an alleged victim, the accused or else to call the Legal De-
et elders. et The i ol e Lol Depre e 1 e oloving
S
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« The alleged abuse occurred before the alleged perpetrator or victim was baptized.

. The g i o s

« The alleged abuse occurred in the past and it is unclear whether your congregation.
elders ever called the Legal Department for directon.

7. (The Lesal Department will rovide leeal adie base on the facts nd the applicable
1w IF the indivicual who i accused of the child abuse 15 assocated with your congregation. the
w0 elders caling should provide the with the individual's date of bith

able, s date of baptism.

. To i iy e Lo Do o e
‘baptized or unbaptized. who has been accused of child abuse and who is now associating with a
e A R M et
e s e o b S B o b
e P L e

. immediately call the Legal Department
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9. 1fthe eldersbecome aware ofan adlt ssociated with o s beeni
Tie-

et e e ot s o a it o e ettt i conpon whs s )
The Legal Department
o e 1 bl s o e e g f s Senn e

10. Congregation Considerations: When discusing child sexual sbuse from a congrega-
ion sandpoint we are not discusing a sitation n which a minor who s a wiling paricpant ad
who is approaching adalthood i imvolved n sexual activity with an adultwho i  few yearsolder
than the minor. Nor. generally speaking. are we discussing situaions in which only minors are in-
volved. (See paragraphs 24-35) Rather, we are refering {o an adult gulty of sexually abusing a
‘minor who is 2 young child, o an adult guilty of sexual involvement with 2 minor who is ap-
prosching adulfhood but was not  willing participant.

11, Providing Spiritual Assistance fo Victims: As elders provide ongoing spirinual
shepherding, it 5 especially important that they demonstrate empathy and compassion to victims of
child sexual abuse and their families. (lsa. 321, 2) Helpful suggestions and uidelines can be

Sound in the Shepherding textbook, chapter 4, parasraphs 21-28_ The elders should careflly re-
view this matenal when helping victms of child semal abuse When shepherding 2 chld abuse
victim who i still & minor, an elder should never meet alone withthe minor bu should alvays n-
volve anotber elder and another adult member of the congregation. prefeably the minor’ par-
ent(). (Deut 65, 7 Eph. 6:4)Ifit is not posible o include the parent (or exammple, i the parent is
the accused), then another acult member of the congrezation who is a confidant of he victim
should be included. In additon o the spiitual shepherding provided by the eers, the vicim or
her family may desire other assistance_For example, he victm or her fmily may decide to consult
‘ mental.health professional. This would be & personal decision for them fo make.

12, When an elder s approached by an adult who is concemed or disraught about past
abuse, he should “speak consolingly” to the person. (1 Thess. 5:14) Elders should manifest an em-
pathetic, compassionate, patient, and supportive response to fhose approaching them about such
‘matters. An elder must never meet alone with or become the sole confidant of  sste to whom he
is ot closely related

13. Tnvestigating Allegations: The elders may leam ofanallegaion of cild sexual abuse
directly from the vic her parens, o through a tusted confidant of the victm. (See par-
agraph 3) f the accusedis 3 member of the
congregation. the body of elders will appoint

These elders should carefully follow Senptral procedures and the Bible-based directon outlned
s leter and i the Shepherding textbook, partclarly chapter 3. Durin the investigaion pro-
cess and during the judicial commifie process, 3 victim of child sexual abuse is not required to
‘make ber allegation in the presence of the alleged abuser. Generally. elders should be abl fo obtain
necessary informaton from the parent. In addiion, suficient evidence needed t establish wrong-
doing on the prt of an aleged sbuser may already be availble 1o the elders. (510 chap. 5 pars

37.39) In the exceptional event that the two elders believe it is necessary to speal with a minor
who is  victim of child sexual abuse, the elders should
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14, Judicial Committee: Ifthe body of lders concludes tha there is suffcient
evidence fo wamant the formation of  cs committee on the of

10
Conp. 3 par 37 chap. 6 pas 1) Te et verseer will degaae n expernced e 10 Seve
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hed s he wrongdoes s ot epentat b Shoid e &l ipped. 10 .75 26) O
the other hand. if the wrongdoer is repentant and is reproved, the reproof should be announced to
the congregation. (k<10 chap. 7 pars. 20-21) This announcement will serve as a protection for the.
Congresiton. Vichms of Chld esal duse st ot bandid il Foneve, if he body of
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16. 1fa person who has been disfellowshipped for child sexual abuse has moved and ap-
plies for reinstatement in 2 ifferent. the coordinator of the body of elders of the new
congregation The circuit overseer of the new congregation will
designate an experienced elder to serve a5 chaiman of the reinstafement commifiee in the new
congregation. If that commifiee recommends that the person be remstated, the committee should
cantact he coordinator ofthe body of elders of the original congregation, who should then confact
Bis circuit overseer and provide e names of those who served on the original judicial commitiee.
‘That circuit overseer will designate an experienced elder to serve as chairman of the reinstatement
committee in the orig I that commifte agrees o reinstate, two elders fom each
congregation ‘These calls must be made before the
reinstatement is announced in both congregations —ks10 chap. 11 pass. 7-10, 13

17. Restrictons: The elders should carefully adhere to al direction provided by the Ser-
vice Department regarding steps that should be taken to protect minors from one who has engaged
in child sexual abuse. For example,the Service Department will provide direction when (1) a con-
‘regation judicial commitiee determines that one guily of child sexual abuse is epentant and will
remain in the congregation, (2) one disfellowshipped for child sexval abuse is reinsated, 3) an
unbaptized publisher or a baptized member of the congregation who denies an accusafion of child
sexual abuse is convicted by the secular authoriis, or (4) one viewed as a child molester by the
‘communty or the congregafion becomes 2 publisher o becomes a bapized member of the congre-
gation.

18 Tn such cases, direction from the Service Department to the elders will include re-
strictions imposed on the individual's activites within the congregafion, on bis partiipation in the
field minisry, and on his inferaction with minors. The elders will be directed to caution the indi-
vidual never to be alone with a minor, not to cultivate friendships with minors, not to display affec-
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fion for minors, and so forth. The Service Department will directthe elders to inform family heads
of minors within the congregation of the need fo monitor heir children’s nteraction with the indi-
vidual. The elders would take this step only if directed to do so by the Service If the
of elders has questions about @ past case,
direction. The coordinator ofthe body of elders should ensure that newly appoinied
elders and elders who move into the congregation are made aware of the Service Deparment’s di-
rection regarding such individuals.

19, One who has engaged in child sexual buse does not qualiy t receive any privileges
i the congregation for many years, if ever, i inclades minor provileges. Elders should keep in
‘mind what is stted inthe Jamary 1, 1997, Watchiower article “Let Us Abhor What Is Wicked.”
Page 29. paragraph 2: “Clild sexual abuse reveals an umnaturl flehly wealness. Experience has
shovwn that such an adult may well molest othr clldren. Tue, ot every child moleste repeats the
sin. but many do. And the congregation camot read hearts to tel who i nd ko i not ible to
‘molet children agan. (eremiah 17-9) Hence, Pauls counselto Timotky applies with specal force
nthe case of bapized aduls who have molested childre: Never lay your hands hastly upon any
‘man; neither be a sharer i th sis of othes. (1 Tumothy 522).” Therefore, i the body of elders
believes that one who has engaged i child sexual abuse decades ago may now qualify for minor
privleges, such a5 camying or adjusting microphones, operating audioideo or asit
i accounts, ierature, magazines, o temoris,they should assign

The asigned eders should callthe Serice Deparment before any congrega.

‘ion prvileges are extended.

2. Filing: Information conceming individuals associated with the congregation and ac-
‘cused of child sexual abuse (establshed or no), including letters of infroduction. should be placed
0 am envelope labeled with the individual's name and marked “Do Not Destroy” This envelope
should be kept in the congregation’s confidential file. This would include Noffication of Disfel.
lowshipping or Disassociation (5-T7) forms on individuals who have committed child sexual
abuse, even fate reinstated

21, Moving to Another Congregation: When an individual who has been accused of
child sexual abuse (esablished or nof) moves fo another tion, wo elders rom the congre-
gation the individual moves from ‘The elders should
be prepared to provide the name of the new congregaton. if known. This should be done even if
the individua i disfellowshipped o i i prison and 1 transferred to anofher fcily oris released.

mﬁﬁimﬂecmwdmmﬂﬁmﬂmmhmciﬂﬁ

22, When the elders are informed that an individual who has been accused of child sexual
sbuse (established o not) has moved nio the congregaton,

Should be done even ifthe individual 15 disfllowshipped o is In prison
‘and has transfered from another faclity or i released. Ifthe ndividual is disfellowshipped and
iving within the congregation’s tmitory,the eldersshould it that address on the appropriate con-
‘gregation temitory card s a “Do Not Call ™
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3. Notification by Secular Authorifies: From ime to time, secular authorites may in-
form the elders that a sex offender is iving in the area. The nofice may provide the address of the
individual and may state the nate of his criminal activity. In such a case, the elders should list
that address on the appropriate cangregalion territory card a5 2 Do Not Call”

24 Sesual Misconduct Tavling Osy Minors: Wt s hud elders ke e
ot o e e A Pt ey S
madiie il b gl Depent e e bt o s i o ngse
e et et o . o sy o oo

engaged i child sexual abuse. However,regardliessof the ages of those involved. such misconduct
isserious and may even warrant congregation judicial action. The body of elders should work with

et i i o i g
e cae. ey <ol ol e e Depe 10 .5 pr. 61 cap. 65 1.

25, The potentialserious consequences associaed with “sexting” highlight the importance
of Chrisian parents supervising thei chuldren’s use of elecronic devices. When baptized minors
become imvolved in “sexting” the clders must use good judgment in determining whether the
‘wromgdoing has escalated to @ point waranting congregation juicial action. Helpful information
can be found in “Questions From Readers” i the July 15, 2006, issue of The Waichiower. Please
review this mateial carefully before concluding that 2 baptized minor i gl of gross unclean-
s or brazen conduct. (k510 chap. 5 par 9 If the baptized minor has been previously counseled
and persists in the wrong cowse, in most cases, congregation judicial acton is taken. Each case
‘st e evaluated on ifs own merit. In all caes,the body of elders should work with the parents to

ensuve tuat the minors receve spstal ssistance. (510 chip.G par. 14) I eders have questons
etming e o e il S DA

26. Notarions in the Shepherding Textbook: In view of the foregoing, each elder should
adjust the notation next to chapter 3, paragraph 20: chapter 5, paragraph 10, second bullet; chap-
ter 7, paragraph 20, second bullet; chapter 10, paragraph 2; and chapter 12, paragraph 18, of the
‘Shepherding textbook to read: “Se lettr dated September 1, 2017, o all bodies of elder.” Addi-
‘onall, each elder should cross out chapter 12, paragraph 19. Paragraphs 20-21 should already be
crossed out.

27, 1t i imperative to adhere to the directon in this ltter each time a matte involving
child abuse comes to your attention. This will serve to uphold the sanctity of Jehovah’s name and
to protect minors. (1 Pet. :12) Your full cooperation wit this direction i appreciated. May Jeho-
vah grant you knowledge, wisdom, and discernment 25 you care for this and ofher weighty matters
in comnechon withthe flock of God enfrusted to your care—Prov. 2:6; 1 Pet. 5.2 3.

Your brothers,
Ohristia Pougregation

of folasal's Uitnesis

o Circuitoverseers




